bases of awards to be raised. The committee note that arrangements for restricting the benefits of the out-patient system to those less able to afford to pay for medical treatment have been made at most of the large hospitals and at many of the smaller institutions, and that the practice of making a small charge to out patients is increasing. As usual, 5 per cent, of the sum collected?amounting this year to about ?2,000?has been set aside for the purchase of surgical appliances.
In proposing the adoption of the report, and the payment of the several awards, the Chairman congratulated the Council on the amount collected??38,741 in all?which, although less than in previous years must, he thought, be considered satisfactory, taking into account the various difficulties against which they had had to contend. Many large contributions had been transferred to the Prince of Wales's Fund, or divided with it, but he felt assured that appeals through ministers of religion would continue to have force and influenc3. It certainly was a religiou3 duty to afford succour and relief to the poor and sick and suffering;
and it was a cause of thankfulness that the various churches and chapels succeeded in collecting so large a sum on Hospital Sunday. Each year added to the number of institutions among whom their Fund had to be distributed, and each year more time and, if possible, more trouble was devoted to examining and analysing the accounts before arriving at the decision which they recommended for adoption. The conferences they had had with the deputations from various hospitals had undoubtedly been beneficial, and as a result of the committee's wide experience many of these had been persuaded to improve their arrangements in certain particulars. One of the subjects of discussion had been the possible abuse of the out-patient system, and while the committee would continue to recommend the appointment of an experienced official with a view to the supervision of the out patients in this respect, yet he was 
